
 

Dear Friends, 
“As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, “Come 
after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Then they abandoned their nets and 
followed him.” Do you believe you are called to be a disciple of Christ? Before you 
answer this question, let us look at how Jesus defined some of the characteristics of 
a disciple: 

 A disciple must love Jesus even more than his immediate family. (Luke 14:26) 
 A disciple requires self-denial, complete dedication, willing obedience, and 

total commitment – even unto death (Luke 14:27) 
 A disciple surrenders everything for Jesus. (Luke 14:33) 
 A disciple remains true to Jesus’ words and teachings. (John 8:31) 
 A disciple loves others as Jesus has loved him. (John 13:34-35) 

The Catechism defines a disciple this way: “The disciple of Christ must not only keep 
the faith and live on it, but also profess it, confidently bear witness to it, and spread 
it” (CCC, 1816). 

Do you believe you are personally called to be a disciple of Christ? Perhaps, 
after reading the above characteristics of a disciple, you are not so sure. That’s okay. 
It just means you realize that you cannot be a disciple on your own strength. We 
need the power of the Holy Spirit just like the first disciples did. By this power, which 
comes from God, we are able to follow the difficult role of being a disciple of Jesus. 
Each one of us is called to discipleship as the first men were called by Jesus at the 
Sea of Galilee. If we seek to change our parish, we must become intentional disciples 
of Jesus. If we are not focused on formation discipleship, we are failing the mission 
of Christ.  

What do intentional Catholic disciples look like? How do they act? The answer 
is clear yet challenging. Disciples are ordinary people who have experienced the love, 
forgiveness, presence, consolation and challenge of God. A disciple has a close 
relationship with Christ and lets the power of the Holy Spirit work in him/her. 
Disciples have fallen in love with the Lord and find God and the mission of his 
Kingdom to be the most important purpose of their lives. Disciples evangelize; they 
share their experience of God and their faith in him with others. The power of one 
Catholic disciple of Christ who knows, practices and proclaims the faith is truly 
remarkable. True disciples of Christ can renew not only our parish, but our whole 
society.  

 
In Christ, 
Fr. Krzysztof  
 


