
 

Dear Friends, 
 Each January, for the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, Americans rally in Washington DC and 
exercise their freedoms of speech and petition. Roe v. Wade was a Supreme Court decision in 
1973 making abortion legal in the United States. We firmly believe that the dignity of a person 
must be recognized in every human being from conception to natural death. From the moment 
of conception, the human being is to be respected and treated as a person. What is the 
foundation of human dignity? Of course, it depends if someone believe in God or not. The 
religious arguments mean nothing to those who are atheists, but they should be taken very 
seriously by those who claim to believe in God and regard Him as the highest authority.  
 In Catholic teaching, the foundation for the dignity of each human being comes from the 
fact that we are made in the image and likeness of God (Gen 1, 26) and the Son of God died for 
each one of us. (1 Peter 1:19) Pope Benedict XVI said "God's love does not differentiate 
between the newly conceived infant still in his or her mother's womb and the child or young 
person, or the adult and the elderly person. God does not distinguish between them because 
he sees an impression of his own image and likeness (Genesis 1: 26) in each one. He makes no 
distinctions because he perceives in all of them a reflection of the face of his Only-begotten 
Son…Indeed, the human person has been endowed with a very exalted dignity, which is 
rooted in the intimate bond that unites him with his Creator: a reflection of God's own reality 
shines out in the human person, in every person, whatever the stage or condition of his life.” 
The true dignity of human being can only be discovered by looking at Christ. He fully reveals 
who each person is, and reveals their true worth and dignity. The dignity of the human person 
is truly highlighted with the incarnation of the Son of God. By becoming one of us, he makes it 
possible for us to share in the divine nature and become Sons and Daughters of God (John 1, 
12). Christ gives us a new way of relating to the Father as his children enhancing our dignity. We 
are not orphans but adopted children. Having one Father changes the way we relate to each 
other – the other is not simply another but is my brother, or sister.   
 In front of a ‘Culture of death’, the Church speaks out in the defense of human life, to 
announce the dignity of the human person from conception to natural death. There can be no 
true democracy in a society without recognition of every person’s dignity. The Church and its 
members must work hard to be truly persons of life. I would like to ask each one to pray the 
Novena for Life January 21-29. Nine Days for Life is a novena for the protection of human life. 
The prayers for each day can be found in our bulletin insert and on our website. They will be 
posted for 9 days on Sacred Heart Facebook starting January 21st. The prayers can be found 
also on United States Catholic Bishop Conference webpage. We pray, and it is God who changes 
hearts of the people. 
 
May the blessing of God be upon us.  
Fr. Krzysztof 


